Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 BEIRUT 03110 301520Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

009424 301523Z/46 

O R 301500Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4432 
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SEC RET BEIRUT 3110 

EXDIS 

DEPT ALSO PLEASE PASS CINCEUR FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFORLEISSY 

SUBJ: SOUTH LEBANON: KAMAL AL-ASSAD REQUEST ISRAELI GUARANTEES 

1 . DURING LUNCH CONVERSATION IUNE 30, KAMAL AL-ASSAD, PRESIDENT 
OF CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES AND DEPUTY FROM SOUTH LEBANON. TOLD ME 
THAT HE WAS IN TOUCH WITH FATAH IN EFFORT ARRANGE CEASE-FIRE 
SOUTH LEBANON. HE ASKED ME IF I WAS CONVINCED ISRAELIS HAD NO 
INTENTION EXPLOIT SITUATION AND MOVE MILITARILY AGAINST SOUTH. I 
SAID YES. HE THEN ASKED IF WE COULD GET ASSURANCES FROM ISRAELIS 
THAT. WERE PALESTINIANS TO EVACUATE BORDER VILLAGES, ISRAELIS 
WOULD NOT THEN MOVE IN. 

2. ASSAD EXPLAINED THAT HE WAS TRYING TO GET AGREEMENT FROM ALL 
PARTIES THAT PALESTINIANS WOULD EVACUATE SOUTH LEBANON AND MOVE 
TO ARQUB. PALESTINIANS WERE CLAIMING THAT IF THEY VACATED VILL- 
AGES SUCH AS BINT IB AIL, ISRAELIS WOULD MOVE IN. I SAID I DID NOT 
THINK THEY WOULD. QUESTION OF WHAT SO-CALLED LEBANESE FORCES 
WOULD DO WAS SOMETHING ELSE. HE SAID LEBANESE FORCES WOULD NOT 
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BE PROBLEM, BUT HE WANTED US TO TRY TO GET ASSURANCES FROM 
ISRAELIS. 

3. I SAID WOULD FORWARD HIS REQUEST TO WASHINGTON AND INFORM HIM 
WHEN I HAD RESPONSE. 

4. AM DICTATING THIS IN GREAT HASTE BETWEEN APPOINTMENTS AND DO 
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NOT HAVE TIME REFLECT THOROUGHLY ON ASSAD'S PROPOSITION. AT FIRST 
GLANCE, HOWEVER, IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THIS IS SOMETHING WE COULD 
REASONABLY ASK ISRAELIS, ASSUMING THEY WOULD BE INTERESTED IN 
CEASE-FIRE, WHICH MAY BE BIG ASSUMPTION. 

PARKER 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED CINCEUR FOR POLAD 
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